RUSSIA HITS BACK 


Russia ousts 60 U.S. diplomats, 
closes consulate in retaliation. A3 
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LIFE SENTENCE 
Judge tells Robert Graham: “They 
build jails for people like you.” B1 
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OPENING DAY 
Baseball season starts with wins for 
Yankees, Mets; loss for Red Sox. C1 
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INAPPROPRIATE VOICEMAIL 


Esty Retains Aide After Threat 


Representative’s Handling Of 
Harassment Allegations Questioned 


By ELISE VIEBECK 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — The threat from Rep. 
Elizabeth Esty’s chief of staff arrived in a 
voicemail 

“You better f-----g reply to me or I will 
f-----g kill you,” Tony Baker said in the May 5, 
2016, recording left for Anna Kain, a former 
Esty aide Baker had once dated. 

Kain, who provided a copy of the recording 
to The Washington Post, alerted the police, 
filed a report for felony threats and obtained a 
12-month restraining order against Baker. 

According to emails obtained by The Post, 
Esty found out about the episode within a 


week. At that point, the Connecticut Democ- 
rat took matters into her own hands. 

Rather than firing or suspending Baker, the 
congresswoman consulted her personal at- 
torneys and advisers, she said. She also spoke 
to Kain on May Il, emails show; Kain said she 
provided detailed allegations that Baker had 
punched, berated and sexually harassed her 
in Esty’s Capitol Hill office throughout 2014, 
while she worked as Esty’s senior adviser. 

Later, Esty enlisted a friend, former chief of 
staff Julie Sweet, to look into Baker’s past 
behavior, emails show. 

Baker did not leave for three months. By his 
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Congresswoman Apologizes; 
GOP Boss Calls For Resignation 


By RUSSELL BLAIR, 
NEIL VIGDOR and 
CHRISTOPHER KEATING 


rblair@courant.com 


U.S. REP. 

Elizabeth Rep. Elizabeth Esty apolo- 
Esty did not gized Thursday and said she 
me (oa “failed to protect” a former 
ans E f female staffer from domestic 
of staff after violence — at the hand of Esty’s 
learning of a since-fired chief of staff, whom 
threatening the Democrat helped get a job at 
voicemallhe Sandy Hook Promise. 
šenttoan The three-term incumbent 
aide in 2016. from Cheshire, who has publicly 


championed #MeToo legislation 


for Congress, told The Courant 
Thursday night that she deeply 
regrets her handling of miscon- 
duct by her former top adviser, 
Tony Baker. 

Esty said she should have 
suspended Baker immediately 
upon learning of the disturbing 
allegations against him in May 
2016, including that he punched 
the former staffer and threat- 
ened to kill her. 

But the congresswoman al- 
lowed him to remain in his 
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STATE 
LEGISLATURE 


Arce 


Resigns, 
Breaks 


Silence 


Denies Romantic 
Ties With Girl, 16 


By JON LENDER 


jlender@courant.com 


Rep. Angel Arce, D-Hartford, 
resigned Thursday from the state 
legislature amid a scandal over 
texts that he exchanged with a 
16-year-old girl in 2015 — but he 
insisted that although his words 
were unusually familiar and affec- 
tionate, that’s just how he talks and 
he never had an “improper rela- 
tionship” with her. 

Arce, 57, handed 
ina formal letter to 
the secretary of 
the state in midaf- 
ternoon, resigning 
effective April 9, 
“upon completion 
of my work on 
projects and pro- 
grams in my dis- 
trict.” 

The resignation defused a tense 
standoff that had developed since 
March 7 when Arce announced 
that he would resign but then 
didn’t do it and, as weeks passed, it 
appeared he might try to stay in 
the $36,741-a-year post. 

The three-week delay spurred a 
frustrated Democratic House 
Speaker Joe Aresimowicz into 
having his legal counsel draft a 
resolution to initiate proceedings 
to expel Arce from the House. 

That draft was ready on Thurs- 
day — for a “Resolution appointing 
a select committee of review .. 
concerning Representative Angel 
Arce” But now it won’t be needed. 
Instead, a special election will be 
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CONNECTICUT STATE POLICE 


Ss Š ā 
-i 


VAHREE 
j Ema amas EARRCESMAT 


iad -$ 
ai 


MARK MIRKO | MMIRKO@COURANT.COM 


MEMBERS of the Hartford Fire Department line I-84 in downtown Hartford to pay their respects to State Trooper Kevin Miller, a 19-year member of 
the state police and a father of two, who was killed in a crash Thursday on I-84. 


FALLEN TROOPER 


19-Year State Police Veteran Killed In 1-84 Crash 


By KATHLEEN MCWILLIAMS 


kmewilliams@courant.com 


TOLLAND — Connecticut State Police 
Trooper Kevin Miller, a 19-year member of 
the state police and a father of two, was 
killed in a crash Thursday on I-84. 

“We are deeply saddened and heart- 
broken by the tragic loss of Trooper First 
Class Miller — a man who dedicated his life 
to serving the people of Connecticut)’ Gov. 
Dannel P. Malloy said, adding that flags will 
be flown at half-staff in Miller’s honor. 

A stretch of I-84 near Exit 68 in Tolland 


was closed for hours as investigators tried to 
determine what led to the midday crash 
between the state police cruiser and a 
tractor-trailer. The highway reopened just 
after 9 p.m. Thursday, but details about 
what caused the crash were scarce. 

Police said Miller, 49, was driving in the 
right lane of I-84 when his vehicle crashed 
into the back of a tractor-trailer driving 
ahead of him. According to the police 
report, itis unknown if Miller was wearing a 
seat belt at the time of the crash. 

A procession of state troopers headed to 
the scene of the crash at about 4:30 p.m. to 


retrieve Miller’s body and bring him back to 
Troop C for a brief memorial service. The 
procession then traveled down I-84 to the 
medical examiner’s office n Farmington. 

“State troopers and members of law 
enforcement put their lives on the line each 
and every day in order to selflessly protect 
the people of our state, and they deserve our 
utmost respect for the service they provide,” 
Malloy said. 

“As they protect us from harm, these 
brave men and women personify what it 
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Fan Mail In Jail 


Holiday Change Outcry 
A West Hartford town councilor, 
citing an “outcry” from residents in 
town, asks for an investigation into 
the school board’s decision to change 
Columbus Day to Indigenous Peoples 
Day on the school district’s calendar. 
Connecticut, Page B1 


‘JJourney’s End’ Review 

A film version of the 1928 British play, 
which isn’t well-known to American 
audiences, explores leadership and 
self-sacrifice during a particularly 
bloody spate of trench warfare during 
World War I. Living, Page D1 


Accused mass killer Nikolas Cruz is 
getting stacks of fan mail and love 
letters sent to the Broward County 
jail, along with hundreds of dollars in 
contributions to his commissary 
account. World & Nation, Page A7 


Wheels For 
Wishes srn 


Make-A-Wish® 


Judge Denies Daniels 
A federal judge denies a request 
from Stormy Daniels to expedite a 


Widow Pays UConn 


UConn Health says it has recovered a 
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jury trial in her lawsuit against little over $50,000 of the salary paid The Hartford Courant Co. 

President Donald Trump. to Dr. Pierluigi Bigazzi after his death. 8 i 
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